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AGENDA

⚫ Senior Year Checklist and Timeline
⚫ Application Deadlines
⚫ Application Process
⚫ Virtual Financial Aid Night 
⚫ FAFSA Deadline
⚫ Scholarships
⚫ Instant Decision Days (IDD)



SENIOR CHECKLIST & TIMELINE

• FALL
– FINALIZE COLLEGE SEARCH
– REGISTER AND TAKE SAT/ACT/ASVAB FOR THE LAST TIME
– MAINTAIN GRADES & ACTIVITIES
– COMPLETE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
– COMPLETE FAFSA (OPENS OCT. 1)

• WINTER
– INSTANT DECISION DAYS
– COMPLETE LAST OF COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
– TRACK APPLICATION STATUS

• SPRING
– TRACK DECISIONS 
– COMPARE FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES
– SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
– DECISION DAY: MAY 1ST

– TAKE ANY AP EXAMS
– GRADUATE WITH A PLAN ☺ 



College Visits and Searches

REGISTER IN NAVIANCE:

⚫ Emailing College Admissions officers:
Due to COVID-19 in-person communications (at campus visits, college fairs, high 

school visits, etc.) have been rendered impossible. At this time, emailing college 

admission officers has never been of greater importance to demonstrating interest.



New Jersey Virtual College Exploration Program- 
September 29-October 9

https://www.njacac.org/virtualfair/

⚫ The multi-week program consists of hundreds of opportunities for 
students to learn about the college search process and about many 
different colleges through panel presentations and information sessions. 

⚫ Students should participate live so they can ask questions and interact 
with the college admission counselors. If students are unable to attend 
live, we still encourage them to register for the sessions they are 
interested in and recordings will be available on the NJACAC website 
later.

⚫ Students will gain a wealth of college knowledge, get exposure to a variety 
of colleges, and have the opportunity to ask questions of admission 
counselors, all in a safe, flexible, online environment.

 

 

https://www.njacac.org/virtualfair/


Student Registration

⚫ Students should register for each session that they want to attend. Once 
they register, they will receive a confirmation email with their unique link to join 
the Zoom webinar.

⚫ (Students will also receive a barcode, but the barcode is not necessary for this 
virtual event.)  When students register, they are sharing their registration 
information only with colleges presenting on that particular panel. StriveScan 
does not sell or share personally identifiable student information with any other 
third parties.



COLLEGE PLANNING IN NAVIANCE



DEVELOP LIST OF COLLEGES

⚫ Compare GPA and test scores with college admission requirements
⚫ Separate schools into “Safety,” “Target,” and “Reach.”

Safety Target Reach
• Can get accepted into 

these schools easily,
• Exceed the GPA and 

SAT/ACT scores for 
an average incoming 
freshman with 
similar major

• These schools are 
realistic. 

• GPA and SAT/ACT 
scores are 
comparable to those 
of an average 
incoming freshman 
with similar major

• These schools are 
potentially out of 
your reach. 

• GPA and SAT/ACT 
scores may not meet 
those of an average 
incoming freshman 
with similar major

• Choose about 2 
safety schools

• Choose about 3 
target schools

• Choose about 2 reach 
schools



COVID Considerations & Testing

⚫ COVID-19 has changed the standardized testing landscape for the 2020-21 school year. 
⚪ Much uncertainty remains.
⚪ It is important to stay on top of pandemic-related shifts in both SAT/ACT test 

dates and test-optional policies at colleges.

⚫ Seniors who are entering the college application process should try to sit for the SAT or 
ACT exam, but should also be aware of constantly-evolving test-optional policies 
at their prospective colleges.

⚫ The College Board did add an additional SAT test date in September and the ACT added 
several additional test dates in September and October. 
⚪ Seniors who wish to sit for the test for the first time (due to previous 

cancellations), or improve on an earlier score can register for that date. 
⚪ Whether the test gets administered is, of course, entirely dependent on the state of 

the virus at that time.



SAT – WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG

*Fee Waivers: Please see your counselor to find out if you qualify 

http://www.collegeboard.org/


ACT – WWW.ACTSTUDENT.ORG

*Fee Waivers- Please see your counselor to find out if you qualify 

http://www.actstudent.org/


SAT/ACT/TEST OPTIONAL

⚫ Some colleges do not require applicants to report their SAT 
or ACT scores for admission.
⚪ Click here for a complete list of: Test-Optional Colleges

⚫ These schools reference the student’s academic 
performance and accomplishments in high school.

⚫ This includes a student’s GPA, rigor of courses taken, 
courses taken above the state requirements, and 
extracurricular activity sheet/resume. 

⚫ However, those colleges may require tests scores in order 
for the student to be considered for scholarships or honors 
programs .



APPLICATION DEADLINES

⚫ Early Decision:
⚪ Applications due by November 1
⚪ If accepted, student MUST attend 
⚪ Can only apply to 1 school Early Decision

⚫ Early Action:
⚪ Applications due by November 1 or November 15
⚪ Find out earlier whether accepted or not

⚫ Regular Decision
⚪ Receive admissions decision by April 1
⚪ Application deadline is different for each college but usually from 

December - February
⚫ Rolling Admissions

⚪ Longer timeline to submit application and faster turnaround



COMMON APP & COALITION

⚫ Students create one application 

⚫ The single application is accepted at various colleges 

⚫ Some colleges require a supplemental application in 
addition to the Common App or Coalition 



FREE College Essay Review 
Opportunity 

1.  Anyone in the process of applying to colleges can participate in this program, pending 
parent/guardian approval.
 

2. Students can send in their Common Application essay as well as resumes only. At this time, 
we will not be reviewing supplementary essays.

3. Documents can be submitted through a provided  google form 

4. Essays should be submitted in Microsoft Word document so that comments can be made and 
sent back to the respective student.

5. Because no changes will be made to the document directly, all comments should be applied 
at the discretion of the student. Our organization cannot be held responsible for the final 
published product.

6. Our estimated turnaround time is 2 weeks, but this cannot be guaranteed depending on the 
volume of submissions. Please be patient as we are working on a first-come, first-serve basis.

7. Our goal is to have a positive impact on the community. If the school has specific rules or 
regulations that need to be abided by, we are more than happy to adjust and accommodate in 
any way possible. 
 

 



INSTANT DECISION DAYS (IDD)

• Local Colleges and Universities
• Same Application process 
• Colleges usually waive the application fee

• Onsite Interview
• Dress appropriately 
• Instant decision (accepted or not) on the spot

• If accepted, do not need to commit

• Scholarship Decision
• Offered on the spot
• If scholarship is given, school will provide a range
• Range of money offered based on MERIT



NAVIGATING NAVIANCE: 
College Applications



How is it accessed?
⚫Naviance can be accessed from the BHS Website or 

directly at:
⚪ https://student.naviance.com/boonton
⚪ Parent accounts & Student accounts 

https://student.naviance.com/boonton


COLLEGES I AM THINKING ABOUT

TRANSFER TO COLLEGES I AM APPLYING TO
 & KEEP UPDATED



REQUESTING LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION



REQUESTING A LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION CON’T....

In addition:
❖FILL OUT LOR Brag Sheet
❖ATTACH RESUME
❖HAND TO TEACHER



Matching Your Common App Account

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HgtPb5cNqI


WHAT ARE 
TRANSCRIPTS

TRANSCRIPTS INCLUDE:

•DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

•ALL COURSES TAKEN, BY GRADE LEVEL

•INCLUDES FINAL AVERAGES IN COURSES 

•CUMULATIVE GPA/RANK



WHEN TO REQUEST
TRANSCRIPTS

1. COLLEGE APPLICATION IS COMPLETED AND 
SUBMITTED
2. COMMON APP IS MATCHED TO NAVIANCE
3. ALL TEACHER LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION ARE 
UPLOADED TO NAVIANCE
4. FILL OUT TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM FOR EACH 
COLLEGE APPLICATION
5. GET PARENT SIGNATURE ON EACH FORM
6. SUBMIT TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM TO MS. 
DIBENEDETTO AT LEAST 10 SCHOOL DAYS PRIOR TO 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 
7. DONT FORGET TO SEND SAT/ACT SCORES 





UPCOMING EVENTS

1. HESAA Financial Aid/FAFSA Presentation
October 1

2. College Funding Coach “Little Known 
Secrets of Paying for College” October 15th

3. College Planning Night October 29th

4. Individual meetings with your Counselor 
throughout the month of October- be on the 
lookout for google meet invites! 







FAFSA DEADLINE

⚫ Complete the FAFSA online: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
⚫ Need prior year taxes
⚫ Opens: October 1 2020; State Deadline: April 15, 2021
⚫ College Deadline: Check with each college
⚫ Some colleges require CSS Profile on College Board
⚫ BHS Financial Aid Night in the Fall: OCTOBER 1st

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa



